He makes the night overlap the day
and the day overlap the night

Is He not the exalted in power -
He who forgives again and again?

( 4
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He created the heavens and the earth in true proportions

He has subjected the sun and the moon to His law.
Each one follows a course for a time appointed.
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Regional Committee Meeting, UK

8th, 9th and 10th April 2005

he Regional Committee was formed

at the world conference in Canada in
2001. At the time of its formation it had no work
programme or plan of action. However it was
tasked to meet the needs of Reformists in the
Western Hemisphere. Since then, the Committee
has taken more shape and initiated a number of
projects.

Since the Canada conference the committee met
in Connecticut, USA, in August 2004 after the
world conference in the UK and now again in
April 2005 in the UK again. It has also held a
number of internet voice meetings which have
been a useful way of communicating with

each other.

Between meetings the RC organised the highly
successful visit to Udaipur in December. The visit,
as reported in AZAD, was brilliant for those who
participated. It was a real eye opener of the
potential of Reformism. The UK conference,
whilst organised by the Dawoodi Bohra Welfare
Society of UK (DBWS), was an RC initiative.

At the conference, through a series of papers,
discussions and workshops, the delegates from
many, many different parts of the world provided
the RC with its work programme and a budget
to make it happen. Above all, the main focus and

REE

The Regional Committee meeting in progress
T A N T —

goal of the RC was the real globalisation of the
Reform Movement - to bind Reformist around
the world together around a common purpose
and identity.

Since the UK conference, Canada has organised
a weekend of religious instruction focusing on
leading and learning namaaz for all different
ages. The weekend brought the community closer
together and broke down many barriers. The
positive spin off from the weekend is the
planned a weekend camping trip which will
provide an informal, social opportunity to get to
know each other better.

The three day RC meeting in the UK was intense.
It was non-stop discussions, ideas and decisions.
Despite the concentration of work, the three
days were fantastic because everyone felt and
witnessed the spirit of the RC mission, that
wherever you live in the world, we belong
together and we have a common identity.

The RC committee consists of:

ZulfiAbdullah . ................... Canada
Naseem Jivanjee .................. Canada
Aftab Jivanjee ............... ... .. Kenya
Nabil Adamjee ..................... Kenya
AzizMamuji ... Middle East
HakiKapasi............. ... ... ... ... UK
Hatim Rajabali ....................... UK
Fazleabbas Kinkhabwalla ............... UK

Fazlehusein Kapasi . ................... UK
Asrar Ahmed . ............ . ... . USA
Mansoor Haidary .................... USA
continued on page 2
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Regional Committee Meeting, UK (continued)

The three day programme for our visitors
was packed:

Friday RC meeting
Evening social

Saturday  RC meeting
Evening, attend Nawaaz
Sulemaniji's misaq

Sunday Open meeting for DBWS members

Afternoon, attend Burhan and
Zainab's engagement ceremony

| .
Friday night social
SIVMIN T

Key outcomes from the meeting

RC meeting summary

= Reformist world-wide to meet together
to perform Hajj and Umrah in 2006

« A youth camp in Kenya in 2007

= An international name for Reformist
Centres around the world

= An international directory so you have
a contacts abroad when you travel

= Religious education CD and publications
to be developed

= Training to be organised for facilitators of
religious events

A number of projects were given shape over the
three days, all of which met the UK conference
mandate.
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Young Reformists

Umrah and Hajj

The RC will explore the best way of organising
an international Hajj and Umrah group so that
Reformists from different parts of the world can
meet together and perform both together. The
date set for Hajj is January 2006 and April 2006
for Umrah.

Training for potential mullahs

To overcome the lack of mullahs in our
community, a programme of training for anyone
interested in taking on this important role will be
organised. RC members will ask and identify
individuals in their own centres and learned
people who can teach them.

Namaaz CD

The Canadian RC members are in the process of
producing a Namaaz CD containing how to
perform namaaz and translation. The different
namaaz for men and women and for performing
Namaaz whilst sitting on chairs will also be
included in the CD. This will encourage a
standardised practice in all the RC Centres.

Further education in the community

We are now developing a good base of
knowledge, of various kinds from the Fatimid
history to the deeper meanings in the Quran. The
RC will encourage those with knowledge and
existing CD and other resources to be more
widely available.

Deep in discussion

Mullasahebs for Mohram

Whilst developing home grown mullahsahebs,
the RC will develop a list of Mullahsahebs that
can perform Mohram vaez.

Common identity

In its pursuit of developing a common,
international identity, we will develop a CD of a
common dua (which will also be translated) and
the anthem, sung by young people at the Surat
Conference, for all jamaats. A separate book for
Lailatul Qadr will be published which will include
some additional namaaz in cooperation with Mr.
Lugmani. The RC will explore how individuals
able to perform Nikah ceremony can be
registered in their own countries so that a
separate civil ceremony does not have to
performed.

Youth activities

The RC Youth section has not met or any
activities organised. It was agreed to that two
young people and one adult will be identified
from each RC centre to establish regional youth
committees. A youth camp will be organised in
Kenya in July or August 2007.

Friday night social

Next conference

The RC did not make a decision for a venue for
the next conference. This will be discussed at the
next teleconference meetings.

Literature

The RC will work to preserve existing literature
of importance for Bohra history and tradition
and to translate this literature so that it is
accessible for the wider community. Reformists in
Malegaon are already working hard to preserve
the literature they have.

Name change

To continue developing an international identity,
each centre will propose at their respective
meetings to change centre names to Dawoodi
Bohra Reformist Jamaat of (name of country or
branch). Reformists in the USA have already
implemented this.

A logo competition will be held to for this name
and identity.

International directory

The RC will work with the existing UK Directory
to extend it to an international directory giving
Reformists world-wide contacts for when they travel.




Progress report after the Regional Committee meeting

Aftab Jivanjee, Kenya
As Salaam Aleikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh.

1 The Haj / Umra Arrangements

I have had a meeting with the Kenyan agent. I have communicated
with Haki so that she can inform Mouseb of EasyHajj to organise the
international trip.

Contact of the Kenyan agent is:

Mr Murtaza, Fleet Travel Ltd, Sasini House, Loita Street
Tel: +254 - 20 - 219532

Email: murtaza@fleettravel.com

Mobile: 2542 (0) 722.666786

For Haj, Fleet Travel already have contacts all around the world and
people coming through those contacts can perform Hajj together.

For Umra, Fleet Travel uses a Saudi Agent called Elaf. Please check if
Easyhajj also uses Elaf for ground support.

2 Nairobi Jamaat
We had our AGM on 29th May. I made a presentation and gave a two
page hand out summarising our April meeting. I saw a lot of excitement.

The members were especially happy to hear that we are working on ten
marisya's and duas and their English translation. We have only two
professional reciters, and when they are absent, things are quiet.

A few were asking about the logo competition.
At the AGM, the women took over the running of the local affairs.

The committee now consists of ten women (previously seven men and
three women). I foresee great strides and progress in our local jamat.

Aziz Mamuji, Kuwait
As salaam alaikum.

I am hoping that all of you are well. Now for an update on what is
going on in Kuwait:

1 Kuwait Summer

Dust storms and heat sum it all up. We should however appreciate
small mercies: the current temperatures of around 47° C are way below
the 53¢ C that we shall soon be broiling in. Golf at 4.00 am is not
everyone's idea of fun.

2 Kuwait Jamaat

After returning from Birmingham I met with the Jamaat Committee
and briefed them on our meetings. I also addressed the full BYA
Kuwait Jammat at a community picnic held to commemorate the
Prophet's Birthday. The outcome seems positive.

Sincere efforts are being made to rent new premises and to establish a
Community Centre. A part of the rental budget is being raised
through contributions and pledges from individuals/families; and the
rest will come from the meagre community funds. The search for a
place is on, but it may take few months before we actually have a
Centre.

The Centre, it is hoped, will also help the community rejuvenate itself.
The important outcome is that the Committee seems committed to
creating a more lively and involved community.

3 Youth Camp in Kenya
The Youth Camp in Kenya is of interest to quite a few people here. We
may have both, young and old joining us for the camp in Kenya.

4 2006 RC Meeting

I have the full support of the Jamaat for the RC Meeting we are
proposing to hold in Kuwait next year. This support is encouraging
and you all can look forward to a memorable visit to Kuwait.

Trip to India reveals surprises for Nasreen

asreen Rajabali went travelling

around India whilst researching
information about Mendhi for work.
Whilst there, she took part in the larger
jamaat's (orthodox Bohras) and Reformist
jamaat's Mohram majlis. Here she
recounts her experience.

My trip to India was very unusual this time. | had
a chance to experience a little of everything.

Going to the "mainstream" or larger jamaat's
mosque for the Gadir-e-Khum was amazing. Vaez
was recited first followed by lots of mattum.
Looking at my watch | saw that time running out
for the Zohar namaaz. At last at 2.45pm the
mullah decided he had enough and that we
should read namaaz.

We started to read the Washaik for Gadir. We all
started together but to my horror, | noticed that

when | started my second racket, the rest of the
ladies in the mosque had finished their namaaz. |
was the only one standing there trying to
concentrate on finishing my namaaz. I'm sure
some of them were thinking | didn't know how
to pray, but I couldn't comprehend the speed at
which they completed their namaaz.

| had a chance to go to again because of
Muharram. | only attend the majalis once and
read namaaz once because | could not keep up
with their aerobics. They prayed so fast that |
could not even finish my first tasbi for ruku and
sujud never mind reading the full Alhumdo. |
could only hear the word Allaho Akbar.

At last it was time to go to Malegoan which is in
Maharashter and has about 180 Dawoodi Bohra
Reformists. As | went to the mosque | found
peace. It felt like | was in Birmingham. The
majalis with its quality of vaez, maurasiya and

the simplicity and the respect for the Muharram
was just great. | felt at ease and enjoyed
everything. | could read my namaaz with peace.

Now that | have actually attended events on
both sides I have a sense of peace in my mind
(not that | was ever not sure, but now | have
seen with my own eyes). | believe if you are
committed to following your religion, want your
prayers to be really meaningful and want to be
blessed with Imman, then one would never ever
want to go over to the majlises held by the main
jamaat. As Allah (swt) says, "*"When | close
someone's heart to Imman there is nothing you
can do to bring them Imman again."

| pray to Allah to please keep me, my family and
friends on the path of Imman and never close
our hearts towards our Imman. Ameen.

Nasreen Rajabali, Birmingham, UK
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Round up on RC local centre activities

Kenya

Aftab Jivanjee gave a background to the Kenyan
jamaat. They have about 70 people attending
their events. They have a huge "Club™ - a
property which can hold up to 3,000 people
which they have decided to hold on to despite a
drop in demand for hire. The Nairobi Charitable
Society has three arms. Its Ikhwanus Safa Trust
supports those in need of funding for medical
purposes. A separate arm carries out general
charity like offering the Eid breakfast for those
less well off. The Nairobi group would like to
increase contact with the Mombassa group in
the activities more.

Canada

The Canadians have 12 functions a year
consisting of majlises and some social events
such as camping, games etc. They have
established the Bismillah Corporation, the Trust
in which the property is held for safe keeping.

The Association of Progressive Dawoodi Bohras
(APDBO) is a separate entity which rents the
property from the Trust for a nominal fee.

USA

The Americans have established the Dawoodi
Bohra Reformist Jamaat of North America. They
have about 6 functions and for the first time the
Bohras got together for Mohram. This was
successful and a number of people volunteered
to do viaz and murashias. Because US is so large
they have to organise themselves in regions e.g.
North East. They don't have a centre, but it is
difficult to find a central place, where someone
also lives. They are now looking at a centre near
where the majority of people are living.

Kuwait

The majority of Reformist in Kuwait is connected
to Udaipur. Many of them are bachelors who are
working in Kuwait but their allegiances are with

Udaipur. Under Kuwait law, they are not
permitted to own any property or citizenship.
This creates a sense of transience which makes
establishing a strong centre difficult. However a
small dedicated group of volunteers ensure
Mohram majalis are held and gatherings do
happen.

United Kingdom

The UK has three official branches - Leicester,
London and Birmingham. Individuals in
Peterborough have bought a property in
Peterborough which is used for religious
purposes and meetings. Whilst Leicester and
Birmingham are doing fine, London struggles but
it manages to organise the relevant Moharram
majalis. Nasreen Rajabali has helped to organise
a number of youth socials to encourage
marriages within the community and this has
been successful.

-
Impressions of Mohram in Birmingham
his Mohram, all the UK Jamaats When | asked (our visitor) about the orthodox is a priceless pearl:

continued to experiment with the fold, his comments to me were somewhat

majaalis format. Leicester organised for Kuresh  revealing: Learn as though you would never be able to
Sheik Gulamhusein from Canada to deliver the master it; hold it as though you would be in
Mohram vaez in English and Gujerati. The Q What did you think of the Mohram Majalis? fear of losing it.
result was huge interest amongst the young
people in particular because the sermons were A It's the first time in decades | have learnt Confucius talks here about holding on to the
delivered in English. London's vaezs were something new, | only wish | had heard principles of learning, not that which is learnt.
delivered by Mohammed Sarangpurwalla. what young Safia had to say. The noise had Generally, what we learn is relative. If we had
Again, this was well received. The Birmingham made it difficult to listen. stopped learning at the point of the discovery
Jamaat continued to develop the capacity of of electricity, would you be sitting here today
its own members to deliver readings on a Q You would say that wouldn't you it's like listening to the e-mail | am reading out.
variety of issues. It's theme was the seven sins having a new Viyazeen-everyone feels good
and amongst the many offerings included about hearing or experiencing something So tonight, the invitation is to look at what
papers written by Yusuf Ali Abullah, history of new don't they? you have learnt and ask whether you have
the Fatimids and many, many well researched gone into that space where you have stopped
papers about the seven sins and their A Well I have lived a little, travelled many learning. Einstein said "imagination is greater
relationship with events at Kerbala. places, | can now say | am England return, than knowledge™. Knowledge is transient and

yet most Majalis | have attended have been changes with context, eg, people ""knew" that
Birmingham had a visitor from India who traditional with little content and Matam the world was flat. Well..
attended the majlises for the first time. every two minutes. | have understood and
Fazleabbas Kinkhabwalla asked him his had my knowledge developed and it So here is one to ponder..time is linear and
impressions and here they are, both verbal and reminds me of Confucius, the Chinese flows in one direction-we all know this, right?
through an email. As Fazle writes in his email: philosopher. I will email you his quote. Well could there be a possibility that past,
It often takes an outsider to comment on the present and future all exist in this moment?
progress we have made. And so, here are our The following is from the email:
visitor's comments. | much enjoyed being bombarded with

When was the last time you learnt knowledge.

Departing from the usual protocal, the visitor's  something... really learnt. How often do we
name has been withheld for his own safety think we know already and so switch of the Wishing you an inspiring journey of learning
because he is a member of the larger jamaat. potential to learn more. Confucius wisdom today and at every majalis.

-

page 4 AZAD June 2005




Dawat E Hadiyah's
Is divided in two

The Times of India,
Wednesday, April 13, 2005
ased on the recent Saify Mahal news,

B Estates of the Dawat E Hadiyah is

being divided in two parts, one for Aqa
moula and Second for Mazon Saheb
Khozema Bhaisaheb. Saify Mahal and Badri
Mahal will be given to Khozema Bhai Saheb.
The new Burhani Mahal (being bought from
Cama family in 108-crores) will become the
place for Aqa Moula and Shezadas in coming
months. Badri Mahal is being renovated
removing all offices to hand over to Mazoon
Saheb in few months.

Why this is being done?

Reason is that the Late Sayedna Taher
Safuddin Saheb had promised in writing to
make Khozema Bhai Saheb the 53rd Daiul
Mutlaq. Becuase of this written document,
Sayedna Mohammad Burhanuddin Saheb is
unable to do NUS to any one else. He was
waiting for the early death of Khozema Saheb
(cancer), but it appears that Khozema Saheb
may survive longer than the Sayedna and
further wait may not help any one. The
power struggle was going on for the last
many years and was becoming severe in the
last few years. Both parties were ready for the
show down but some how compromise
formula was found out and both parties
agreed to the solution in writing. The Vasiyat
of Late Sayedna was bought over and sold in
Crores of rupees.

One can guess easily why the Shilo fitre rate
has gone up to $19 when the other Muslims
are paying only $8 and vajebats in thousands
and our 95-years old Aga Moula has to travel
Africa, Dubai and Kuwait again and again!

Syedna’s family splash
out on Mumbal property

umbai: Cosy Corner, one of the city's

landmark bungalows at Doongersey
Road (off Napean Sea Road) owned by the
Camas of Mumbai Samachar, has finally found a
buyer after three years.

Experts tracking the property market told TOI
that the prime plot, sprawled across 6,722 sq
yards behind Elizabeth Nursing Home, was sold
a few days ago for an astronomical Rs 108 crore.

According to market reports, the buyer of this
"top-class’ piece of real estate is none other than
the Syedna's family. The 93-year old Syedna is
the leader of the Dawoodi Bohra community.

"As far as my knowledge goes, this is the
highest price that any bungalow has fetched in
Mumbai so far," said a senior official of a
leading private bank.

Last year, Reliance head honcho Mukesh Ambani
had paid a little over Rs 20 crore to purchase a
one-acre property, the site of Anold bungalow
which once housed an orphanage.

The Syedna already has a huge mansion on
Napean Sea Road in which he lives. TOI
repeatedly contacted his office at Badri Mahal
on Saturday for confirmation of the reported
purchase of Cama house.

But despite an official promising to get back, no
one did.The Cama family, owners of Asia's oldest
newspaper, Mumbai Samachar, were also tight-
lipped.

A senior family member, MCama, said he did not
wish to comment on the matter. However,
sources close to the family claim the Camas had
been finding it difficult to maintain their
property and had decided to move into separate

apartments in south Mumbai.

The two-storeyed bungalow, constructed in the
'20s, has close to a dozen rooms and a porch
which overlooks spacious gardens. Scenes from
the Bollywood hit ‘Amar Akbar Anthony" were
shot there.

The Camas, finding that the original title
document (deed of conveyance) of July 22, 1942
of the property was lost/not traceable, have
issued a public notice stating "all persons
having any claim, right, title, or interest in the
said property by way of sale, mortgage..."
should contact the owners within the next two
weeks.

When the bungalow first came up for sale three
years ago, it had generated enormous interest. A
number of NRIs, industrialists and builders were
keen to buy it.

Among them were developers like Niranjan
Hiranandani (who had offered Rs 90 crore), Vijay
Raheja, Pune-based Atul Chordia and a leading
corporate house.

The only reason the bungalow could not be sold
for a long time was because of the Cama
family's stringent demand of a 50 per cent
payment and a six-month waiting period before
the property was surrendered to the buyer, said
a source familiar with the deal.

Apparently in the last few weeks, a new entrant
had joined the fraya "developer Pankaj Shah of
the Satellite Group. He was reported to
havemade an offer of Rs 102 crore. It didn't
help.

Akber Bhai Bharmal, Mumbai, India
Oct. 20, 2004,

At the 2004 world conference held in
England the Regional Committee was
requested to set up a coordinated system to
facilitate Haj and Umrah visits.

As a follow up the Regional Committee is now
making arrangements for member of the
Dawoodi Bohra Reformist Jamaats from
different parts of the world to travel together
to Saudi Arabia for Umrah and Haj in 2006.

The Haj visit is likely to be a two week
programme starting late December 2005.
The Umrah trip is being planned for early
April 2006.

We are currently in discussions with a number
of authorised agencies approved and
authorised by Saudi Arabia to organise
combined travel, accommodation, guidance
and support arrangements. The main intention

‘Call for Umrah and Hajj] interest \

is for us to travel and be accommodated
together and for the rituals. To be performed
as a group.

Further details will be circulated shortly after
level of interest in this venture. If you are
interested in travelling with such a group, or if
you wish to receive further information, please
email our contact details to Aziz Mamuji

(Kuwait) on azizmam@gulfconsult.net
J
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How to prepare for Sayedna’s visit

ur Sayedna Saheb is well known for his
m travels around the world. His recent visit
to the USA attracted interest from the local
press. Staff report Dorian Block investigated

what Sayedna saheb's visits mean for the
local Bohras.

Forges link to Shiite traditions
By Dorian Block Staff writer
Sunday, September 12, 2004

There is an unassuming multimillionaire in the
town's midst. His money flows through tubes
attached to patients at the Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute, from the tongues of students learning
to read at the Pike School. It rises in steel beams
in Mumbai, India, the beginnings of a hospital
that will heal thousands. It sparkles in flecks of
gold at the mosque he built in Billerica.

But when Ashraf Dahod leaves for work every
morning as president and CEO of Starent
Networks, the fifth company he has founded, he
drives down Main Street anonymously, just as he
likes it.

"'l am anyone, like anyone else," he said.

Ashraf and his wife, Shamim, designed, built and
paid more than $15 million to construct a
mosque off Interstate 495 in Billerica, which
opened last month in a 10-day celebration.

While it is the seventh mosque in the United
States for the Dawoodi Bohra, a sect of Shiite
Islam based in India, the Billerica mosque has
been described as "'one of a kind in the Western
world™ because of its custom design and hand-
crafted materials.

""He didn't spare a penny so that we would have
the best mosque that you could find on the East
Coast," said Moiz Bhindarwala, secretary of the

community.

The 40,000-square-foot mosque and school was
built according to Dawoodi Bohra religious
regulations. Its architecture is "fatimid style,"
the same as the famous Al-Anwar mosque in
Egypt built centuries ago.

Peeking down the long driveway from Rangeway
Road, a visitor might think he had entered
another country and another time. Custom-molded
gold and glass line the building's onion-shaped
dome. Hand-carved marble sent from India and
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Egypt support the 25-foot central sanctuary and
balconies. Lights and fountains shoot feet in the
air, illuminating the flush white exterior as
members enter for evening prayer.

The Merrimack Valley Dawoodi Bohra community
has grown from about five families in the 1970s
to 100 who pray together today, flocking to the
area from as far as Maine, Rhode Island, New
Hampshire and western Massachusetts. They
outgrew families' homes, Chelmsford's First
Parish Church and Temple Shalom synagogue,
where they conducted services every night
during the month of Ramadan and every Friday
evening year-round without a religious leader.

""We appreciate (Chelmsford's religious
organizations') generosity, but at the same time,
it was not ours,” Shamim said. "It is important
to have a place to go where you can identify
yourself."

The Dahods hired an architect and sent him to
India for months to research how to replicate
interiors of the grand mosques of Southeast Asia.
They researched it themselves. Shamim drove
around Boston looking for a building with a
white exterior that was smooth and flat enough
to convey the purity she imagined. They spent
three years obtaining permits at town meetings,
researching religious regulations for the
structure, and choosing each detail for a building
they hope will stand for the thousands of years
they have in Asia and the Middle East.

""We had to choose whether to just create a
structure that serves as a mosque or whether to
recreate it like they are all over the world,"
Ashraf said. ""We wanted to architecturally
recreate it, and the only way to get it done is
have it done by the artisans who do it all the
time."

The Dahods are quiet about their money, but
they had nothing to hide behind when the
Dawoodi Bohras flooded their neighborhood last
month.

Neighbor Gail DePiano rushed to her window
when she saw flashing lights. A caravan of
limousines with a police escort squeezed through
Rattlesnake Hill Road and circled her hilltop
cul-de-sac.

"] thought he must be back," DePiano said
of the Dawoodi Bohras' religious leader.

Syedna Mohammed Burhanuddin, considered the
pope of the Dawoodi Bohra, came to stay at the
Dahods' house three years ago for just a day or
two. On this second visit, cars with out-of-state
license plates lined both sides of the street each
of the nine days the leader spent in Andover,
mobs of people waiting to receive the leader's
blessing. DePiano and other neighbors took them
in when it rained and gave them water in the
heat while they prepared themselves for

his arrival.

While most of the followers spend years
dreaming of a moment of eye contact, a touch
on the shoulder, a private prayer from the leader
of the million-member community worldwide,
the Dahods spent more than a week as the
leader's hosts.

And, they did not take the opportunity lightly.

They traveled to his homes in London and in
India, to research the 93-year-old leader's
bathroom requirements so he would be
comfortable in their already palatial home.
Cleansing rituals are essential to the leader's
prayer experience, the religion's definition of
purity and holiness. So the Dahods built him a
bathroom.

They also bought an RV, of no use to them after
his departure. But they had to accommodate the
leader's entourage -- his chef, wardrobe manager
and personal assistant.

They gave him a treadmill for his daily workouts
and stayed up with him until midnight and woke
up with him at 4:30 a.m.

They brought the leader to the Museum of
Science, answered his questions about the Big
Dig. They went whale watching out of Boston
Harbor. An 80-foot whale rose up from the
ocean. A divine intervention, Ashraf joked.

Members of the Dawoodi Bohra believe receiving
a blessing from their leader is a moment that
brings them closest to God. The Dahods
experienced that rare moment for 24 hours a day
for over a week.

"It was a once-in-a-lifetime experience,” Ashraf
said.

"A dream," his wife recalled. "It went so
perfectly, so quickly."




She has even been inspired to wear a ritah, a
traditional cloak for woman, all of the time after
the visit. She used to wear them only for
religious gatherings.

"*After | reflected on this whole thing, | realized |
need to take a stand about my own attire," she
said. "'l want to show that Muslim does not
mean fanatic. It does not mean terrorist. You are
a normal human being just like the next person.
We are as much American as the next
American."

The leader of the Dawoodi Bohra teaches peace
to all of his followers and the concept of abiding
by the policies of wherever the person lives at
that time.

Shamim is a physician and has a private practice
in Chelmsford. She sits on the board of directors
at Boston University Medical School and the
Dana Farber Breast Cancer Foundation. She is a
trustee at the Pike School. She said she now
wears the ritah everywhere, but at work.

"' am working up the courage to wear it at
work, but for now I'm wearing it everywhere else."

Men typically wear loose white robes and
circular caps when they pray. Ashraf is sticking to
his suit during business hours.

Ashraf came to the United States in 1971 from
his hometown of Dahod in the state of Gujarat
in the western part of India. He attended the
University of Michigan and Stanford. He started
one company after another and sold them to
larger and larger companies. His last sold for

$575 million in 1999. He survived the industry
crashes of the 1990s, inventing a new type of
technology to allow video as well as audio to be
transmitted across wireless lines. His company
services China's and Brazil's largest cell phone
providers.

Ashraf and Shamim lived in several
Massachusetts towns until 1991 when they
moved to Andover because they wanted their
daughter, Naseem, to attend the Pike School, an
independent elementary and middle school.

Naseem, 21, has since graduated from Phillips
Academy and Wellesley College and now lives in
New York. Their younger daughter, Nisreen, 13,
attends the Pike School.

Shamim said she and her husbhand see it as their
responsibility to give back.

"We believe that we are really doing this not for
ourself, but for the community, and the bottom
line is we are doing it for God," Shamim said.
"We want to be examples. People look up to
someone and say, ‘They are doing it; we can do
it, too.""

"There are a lot of people who have money, but
there are very few people who spend money the
way he spends money," Zahir Mandviwala, one
of the mosque's planners and members, said.

Ashraf has made a lot of money in his 33 years
in this country, but has an even longer history of

giving back to his community.

"My father is a physician. My grandfather built a

mosque in my hometown; he built a hospital. My
brother built a high school, library," he said.

"The more you give back, the more you get
back," Shamim said.

After the 5,000 spiritually invigorated Dawoodi
Bhoras from across the continent and world
returned home, Shamim said, she sat in the
massive mosque and heard a peculiar silence.

"It is peaceful and serene," she said. "'l look
back and still think it was all a dream."

Things have returned to normal in the Dahods'
world. Husband and wife see each other
occasionally and talk on cell phones often. They
travel to and from work and across the world.

Their small community plans to invite Dawoodi
Bhoras children from the estimated 6,000
families in the United States to attend summer
camp at the mosque's adjacent school. They
have a leader, sent from India last month, who
soon will begin conducting services every day in
the new building.

The Dahods built it, hoping their culture will
remain strong in their new home, thousands of
miles from India.

"It is a legacy for the whole community that our
children and their children will thrive years from
now in an entirely different place," said
Bhindarwala, the community's secretary. "'But no,
no, there are no plaques on the building, no
mention who built it."

4 N
arendra Modi, the Chief Minister of there for his religious sermons never retuned ago Syedna Mohd Burhanuddin, the religious
Guijerat and in the BJP, was due for to their contries. Sayedna Saheb's son and leader of onr million bohras and so called
a visit to the USA. Modi was one of the Amil of Huston, Malekul Ashtar allegedly protector of fatimi dawat-invited and
architect of the Gujerat massacre. Our helped them in settling down in America felicitated Mr Modi in Surat by garlanding
Reformist brothers and sisters were getting illegally. Now their friend Narendra Modi has him and giving him a check amounting 1
ready to demonstrate when they heard that met the same faith. There was no pur josh crore rupees! Mr. Buhanuddin knew that tha
he was not permitted a visa to enter to the matam then and no pur josh matam now. same Modi had butchered thousands of
USA. You may be interested in reading the Muslims including the Bohras and looted
connections between Modi and Sayedna. Friends; You have all heard and read the their shops & properties! All we know is that
struggle of secular minded individuals of all Syedna wanted protection of his financial
From the dawoodi-bhoras.com website religions to stop the entry of Mr. Narendra empire from the Gujarat Govt! This act of
Modi in USA and now in Britain too!We Syedna should be widely circulated in all the
After his Ashura vaiz in Huston, USA, fews succeeded and the mass murderer of muslims news media and condemned in strongest
years ago Sayedna Saheb himself had been was put on the hold. words! it is a crime against humanity as
denied a USA visa because numbers of much as Narendra Modi's involvement.
Bohras from various places outside USA went However it is worth noting that about 2 years
- J
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Sayedna Saheb courts Indian President

tis learnt that Sayedna Saheb is trying to rope in President Dr. Abdul Kalam for the inauguration of Saifee Hospital on his birthday. | am forwarding
a copy of the letter written by Dr. Asgar Ali engineer and request you to sent letters to the President at the following address:

presidentofindia@rb.nic.in - Thanks, Saifuddin Insaf, Central Board of Dawoodi Bohra Community, 9B Himalaya Apt. 6th Road, Santacruz, Mumbai - 400 055

Letter sent by Asghar Ali

Sub: Your visit to inaugurate Saifee

Hospital in Mumbai on 28th May 2005.

Your Excellency,

We have been informed that you have accepted
invitation from the Bohra High Priest Syedna
Muhammad Burhanuddin to inaugurate Saifee
Hospital on 28th May in Mumbai. We wish to
submit the following facts for your kind
consideration :

1

Syedna Sahib is highly controversial
personality. He has been violating human
rights of his own followers by denying them
free expression of their opinion on several
religious, political and social issues. He is
highly authoritarian in his functioning and has
ruthlessly enforced his dictates. Any dissent is
severely punished through ex-communication
and religious and social persecution.

Ex-communication results in total disruption of
family life. Old marriages are forcibly
dissolved, children are forcibly separated from
parents and professionals stand to loose their
Bohra clientele. Thousands of families have
been disrupted .

3 He and his family members incite violent
attacks on those who do not submit to his

dictates despite pressures. The undersigned
was attacked near fatally five times in last
twenty-five years.

4 Large number of reformist women were
attacked in Udaipur and molested in his
presence.

5 He also refuses to account for huge sums
of money he collects every year from his
followers. He is known to stop burial or
marriage to collect money. Thus he is known
to use coercion on such delicate occasions to
extort money from his followers.

6 A case against ex-communication is pending
against him in the Supreme Court. All these
facts have been recorded in the Justice
Nathwani Commission and Justice Twetia
Commission reports prepared after thorough
investigation. Both the Commissions consisted
of eminent jurists, human rights activists and
academics. | am appending both the reports
for your kind perusal. | request you to kindly
get these reports examined. They invite
eminent personalities like yourself to get
public credibility. I would request you to kindly
take these things into account. It is for your
kind consideration.

Letter sent by Falzehusein Kapasi

Sub: Your visit to inaugurate Saifee
Hospital in Mumbai on 28th May 2005

Your Excellency,

I am a Dawoodi Bohra and am quite
disturbed that you should accept Syedna's
invitation for the above. You must be well
aware of the atrocities the Syedna has
committed on his followers. I have suffered as
a community member since my days in
Uganda since 1964. The atrocities have been
well documented and presented from time to
time to your government. Internationally the
Dawoodi Bohras have been victimised for
voicing their views on Syedna's handling of
his followers.

In the past representations were made to the
Canadian government, and it found that
Syedna was nothing but a tyrant. Your
association with him would help strength
him in his resolve to suppress and exploit his
community even more.

I respectfully urge you to please cancel this
engagement.

Hoping this appeal will find your sympathy.

-

Charni Road's Landmark will be inaugurated
on June 04, 2005. The 300 bed super-specialty
hospital of the Dawoodi Bohra community,

is built in the Islamic style and will dominate
the skyline.

The hospital, which is ready, is coming up after
a three-decade-long legal battle between the
orthodox and reformist sections of the
community.

However, community members say "It is one
of the city’s largest hospitals and will
significantly boost the number of medical beds
in Mumbai." "It is one of the biggest projects
by the community and not only the Bohras, but
members of other communities too will
benefit,” said businessman Saifuddin Kopty,

a member of the community.

The site on which the hospital is built was
originally acquired by philanthropist
Sir Adam Peerbhoy in 1884.

He built a sanatorium and a mosque on the

Bohra 300 bed hospital is Charni Road Landmark

land, which was leased from the government.
The Sir Adamji Peerboy Sanatorium Trust was
formed in 1931 by a Bombay High Court scheme.

In 1944, one wing of the sanatorium was
given to the Polish Red Cross to run a war
hospital. After the war, the hospital was shut
down and the Saifee Hospital Trust was
formed. Thus two trusts, one run by the
orthodox and the other by the reformists,
started to operate from the premises.

In the 60s, when plans were made by the
hospital’s trustees to rebuild and expand it, the
reformists in the community opposed it fearing
that the proposal would mean closing down
the sanatorium and the tomb of Peerbhoy,
whose descendants are now part of the
reformist movement.

The dispute ended with the Supreme Court’s
final order in February 2000. The court ordered
that the hospital trust should either retain or
reconstruct the sanatorium and retain Sir
Peerbhoy’s tomb.

~

“They were asked to deposit Rs 1 crore to
ensure that the sanatorium is rebuilt. It is to be
seen whether they build the sanatorium,” says
reformist Saifuddin Insaf. Other Supreme Court
conditions included a provision that reserved
30 beds in the hospital for Bohras, including
seven beds for reformists.

The 300 beds are a significant boost to the
number of hospital beds available in the city.
The city is witnessing a significant rise in the
number of hospital beds.
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Some light relief

A zeem Sulemanji wrote a speech
on Laughter for entry in the
Rotary International Speech Talent.

Here is the edited version to show why
laughter is the best medicine.

What do you call people that are afraid of
Santa Clause?

Claustrophobic!

Why is that funny? Have you ever wondered
about that? Human beings love to laugh, and
the average adult laughs 17 times a day.

It seems so natural to laugh for us but the funny
thing is that humans are the only species that
laugh. Laughter is actually a complex response
that involves many of the same skills used in
solving problems and equations.

Humans love to laugh so much that there are
actual industries, jokes and sitcoms built around
laughter. There are clubs built around laughter.
You can actually attend a "laughing club" where
in the morning all they do is act like complete
buffoons and laugh at themselves! Why?
Because laughter feels good and we have all
heard the saying "'Laughter is the best
medicine". There is substantial and strong
evidence that laughter can actually help fight
disease.

Laughter is such diverse subject that there is
actually a science of laughter called gelotology
and the people that study laughter are called
gelotologists.

So what is laughter? Firstly, laughter starts in the
brain. Certain sections of the brain perform
different tasks such as the analysis of the joke,
the getting of the joke, and the emotional
responses which evoke a physical response.

Scientists believe that laughter began long ago
when humans lived in caves and hunted wild
animal, they used to laughing as a gesture of
shared relief at the passing of danger. The early
humans also used it as an indication of trust.

Laughter is related to making and strengthening
human connections and laughter occurs more
often when people are more comfortable with
each other and when they feel open and free.

All of you that work in offices, have you ever
noticed that when the boss laughs, so does
everyone else even though the joke is lame?

If you have then you are very perceptive. Tribal
leaders or family leader in early humans used to
use humour as a way of controlling people's
feelings. So by making people laugh, the boss
can alter the emotional climate of the group.
Laughter also can be a saviour in a threatening
or embarrassing situation. If the threatening
person joins the laughter, the risk of
confrontation may lessen.

So the next time you go for a hair cut and the
hairdresser makes your hair look like you've lost
a fight with a lawnmower, just laugh it off and it
will all be alright.

What makes us laugh | hear you ask?
Gelotologists believe that a joke becomes funny
when we expect one outcome and another
occurs. Our mind anticipates the end of the joke
S0 our emotions are already set in. But when the
joke has an unexpected ending are mind has to
switch gears and new emotions develop or you
imagine a ridiculous picture in your head which
makes you laugh.

It can also be caused when an individual makes
a complete fool of themselves and in turn
everyone else feels superior to him. This feeling
of superiority makes our brain think that we can
laugh at the person.

Laughter not only helps human sociability, it
actually helps fight and prevent diseases. Stress
hormones suppress the immune system, and
laughter shuts of the flow of stress hormones.
When we are laughing, natural killer cells that
destroy viruses and tumours increase as do so
many other vital proteins and cells that combat
disease. Laughter also increases the amount of
saliva which defends against infectious
organisms entering through your mouth.

Not only does it help your immune system, it
gives you a full body workout! Gelotologists
believe that laughing a hundred times is like
doing ten minutes of intense exercise. It works
out your abdominal, respiratory, back, leg and
facial muscles. That is why you feel out of breath
when you feel exhausted after a long bout of
laughter. You have just had an aerobic workout.

| conclude my speech with an interesting quote:

Those who can not laugh at themselves leave
the job to others. So remember, when you are
feeling down, when you are feeling unfit, when
you are feeling sad don't cry. Just laugh!
Azeem Sulemaniji, Leicester, UK

~

Poetry Corner

Azad readers seemed to have got the
poetry bug this time. Here are two poems
sent to AZAD for your pleasure and
reflections.

Unforgetable Friends

Can you believe

the friendship we successfully made,
a friendship that is so strong,

that nothing will ever make it fade.

But as senior year fastly ends,

comes a decision we don't want to choose.
A day we have to say good-bye,

a terrific friendship we would sadly loose

Different lives we would have,
seperate places we will live,
new people we will meet,

our love to them we'll give.

But no love will be as strong,
between such tremendous friends.
Because love this unbreakable,

in our hearts never ends.

So now it's time to say farewell,

and tears are falling fast.

A tear for each unforgettable memory.
A memory from our past

And as we wipe our tears away,

is when our adult lives start.

But | want to tell you my forever friends,
you'll always be in my heart.

Kindly sent by Nasreen Rajabali

Allah didn't promise
days without pain
laughter without sorrow
or sun without rain,

But Allah did promise
stength for the day,
comfort for the tears
and a light for the way,
And for all who believe

In his Kingdom above,
e answers their faith
with everlasting love.

Hatim Ali Babuiji, (Kuwait)
Kindly sent by Abbas Tayabally
N J

AZAD June 2005  (SETe[sRNE




Obituaries

Badani, Haji Tayabali Hasanali

i %@ Tayabali Badani was born
| on 12 August 1925
and passed away on 1st
September 2004 aged 79
years. He was the beloved
husband of Rukhanbai
Tayabali for 59 years.
Preceded in death by his
parents Hasanali Isaji and Amtubai Dosaji.
He was also the loving father of Abdullah,
Moyes, Shauket and Zakir and their
respective spouses Zarina, Judith, Sabera and
Ateka. Daughters Zehra, Rashida, Amutalla
and Fizza and their respective spouses
Husam, Zainul and Kutub. Brother include
the late Abbasbhai and Fakrubhai, sisters
include the late Kulsumbai, Sugrabai, the late
Huseinabai, Dayambai and Safiyabai. Further
survived by twenty grandchildren, two great
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends. He will be dearly missed.

A7

A special message from daughter Zehra, you
son-in-law Husamudin, his grandchildren
Sajad, Anisa, Famida and Farzana and Sajida
and his great grandchildren Mariyah and
Aliya Lokat, to their dad/grandfather.

Baba was an amazing, caring and loving
man. We will miss your warmth and amazing
sense of humour. All the joy, happiness, fun
and laughter that he shared through out the
years will stay in our memories and our
hearts forever. Your legacy lives on. Rest in peace.

Abdulla Kamruddin Kapasi

In ever memory of my beloved father,
Abdulla Kamruddin Kapasi Ghadakdawala,
who suddenly passed away on Wednesday
23rd March 2005 in Bombay after Maghrib.
He will be a great loss to me and will be sadly
missed by my Mum.

I want to express sincere gratitude to family
Tayabali Husainbhai of Leicester, family
Dungarwalla of Spalding and all people of
Birmingham who have expressed their
sympathy to us. Thank you also to M.
Mansoorbhai Dungarwalla who recalled a
brief detail about my father and grandfather.

May Allah give my father's soul a peaceful
place in jannatul baki. Ameen.

from Abbas Kapasi, France.

Congratulations

Dear My sweet Brother and new bhabhi,
Congratulations on your engagement.

Welcome to the family Zainab.
Wishing you all the best for your future

together. Lots of Love
Huma, Mum and Dad

Ah! Aunt Ramala!

My Beloved aunt Ramala - Reformist by
birth, a life long reformist - passed away
on Friday, the 1st April.

She was the grand-daugther of Hasanali
Abdulali Gulzar, who commenced publishing
the Gulzar-i-Hakimi around 1908.

She was the niece of remarkable reformist,
Taherali Abdulgafur Kinkhabwala, who
became appellant in Burhanpur Durgah Case
versus the late Syedna Taher Saifuddin in the
Privy Council and defeated the 51st Dai in
the late 1940s.

She had the distinction of becoming the first
graduate in Kinkhabwala family. She had no
need to work for a living, being daughter of a
well-to-do family. She started work and out
of monthly wages a lions share was used to
support a family of very destitute relatives.

I know only time will ease the pain and sorrow.

She was a remarkable lady, who was not
prepared to entertain nonsense from
anybody.

She is survived by husband , Barkatali; son,
Qasim; daughter-in-law Tasneem; Grand-
children; brothers, sisters and a host of
cousins and their off-springs.

I extend my heart felt condolences to the
deceased's realtives. I end this homage with
warmest thoughts in sympathy and prayers
to her nearest and

dearest.

Ridhwan Kinkhabwala

Congratulations to Zabir and Humma on
their recent engagment. We look forward
to the big day!

Lots of love from both sides of the family.

Dear Dr. Asgharali Engineer,

| just received the e-mail message about
another honour bestowed on you. A few
months ago,we heard about the "Right
Livelihood Award of 2004™ given to you at the
Swedish Parliament and now the degree of
D.Litt. given by the Hamdard University, New
Delhi.

As a member of the Bohra Reform Community, |
can say with confidence that all of us are proud
of your achievement; and personally | am just
delighted at this news. Every word of the
citation is absolutely appropriate, and the
degree well-deserved. Congratulations.

We will celebrate this honour at the Surat
Conference.

Confraternally yours,
Abbas Hamdani, USA

/Change of address

Kurban and Tasnim Kirefu have moved.
Their new address is:

1/ 1567 Great North Road, Water View
Auckland 2, New Zealand

Telephone 006 49 828 3995
Email address is tasnim@paradise.net.nz

/

Visit the Dawoodi Bohra Reformist website for news and views
on Reformist activities: http://www.dawoodi-bohras.com

AZAD is a self financing newsletter. It is published by the Dawoodi Bohra Welfare Society
(registered charity no. 272508). Editor: Haki Kapasi, 25 Abbey Road, Smethwick, West Midlands B67 5RA.
Telephone 0121 429 3202 Fax 0121 429 8835 E-mail haki@inspire.eu.com.

The views expressed are entirely those of the authors and may not reflect those of the editor or publisher.
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